Social Studies and World Citizenship

before forming opinions. Such training is very necessary
indeed; those who have listened to or even indulged in
arguments with fighting men from other countries who
are at present in Great Britain will agree that such training
has been overlooked both here and in other countries. A
lack of sympathy and, worse still, a tendency to criticize
that which we do not understand, is inherent in many of us
and is the result of not knowing the facts.

One difficulty in this type of work is the wise selection
of problems for study, for it is obvious that no child can
study them all. The following are a few problems of political
geography worthy of consideration from this point of view:
the self-determination of the British overseas dominions;
the settlement of the boundaries of the Balkans after the war
of 1914-18 ; Germany and her demand for colonies ; the
trouble between Japan and China ; the Spanish Civil War.
Even the causes of this war, legion though they might be,
are a good study in political geography. The teacher can
get a dispassionate review of this by studying the life of
Hitler in Wickham Steed's recent book That Bad Mm. Of
course, when studied as problems of history, these issues have
a significance which cannot be developed by the geographical
method. Therefore, to deal with the problems adequately,
both geographical and historical aspects must be considered.

COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY

Commercial geography performs a valuable function by
demonstrating the industrial and economic interdependence
of nations. Charting the breakfast table, the grocer's shop
or the hardware store gives interest and enjoyment to the
work because it is related to the everyday lives of the children
and because the results of their own researches are expressed
in tangible and concrete forms. The study of imports and
exports serves as a striking illustration of the way in which
nations depend upon each other for their very existence. It
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